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mathematics encounter exceptions, while wide variation appears 
within a single nation. The same discovery is not infrequently 
made simultaneously in different nations; different nations col- 
laborate in developing a single field, or take up the same line of 
study in relays. Paleontology: Its Contributions to Knowledge 
(pp. 263-274): Edward W. Berry (Baltimore). -Paleontology 
is the biology of the past and something more, for it reconstructs 
the environments of the past — a reversed ecology. For biology, it 
fills in the gaps of living species. It furnishes the most adequate 
chronology for the geologist, as well as tracing the ancient pathways 
of distribution and the shape of vanished continents. It can not 
explain the causes of evolution, but to it belongs "the actual pro- 
cession of the myriad forms across the stage of the past." Ana- 
phylaxie et finalite (pp. 275-280): Charles Eichet (Paris). - 
Anaphylaxia, the reverse of mithridatism, is the increased suscepti- 
bility to certain colloidal poisons, due to a previous non-lethal dose. 
This seems to be a purely harmful property of living organisms. 
The author suggests, however, that it is conducive to the stability 
of the species, and so has a sort of final cause. La crise irlandaise 
(pp. 281-300): J. Vendryes (Paris). -The present Irish conflict 
is a psychological clash of two racial temperaments, exasperated 
by a long history of previous conflict. The author denies that 
religious differences are central. He sees beyond the perplexed and 
dark immediate future a more remote future, wherein Ireland, 
treated as an equal by the English, will prove itself more English 
at heart than seems conceivable today. Reviews of Scientific Books 
and Periodicals. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



Dr. Robert H. Lowie, who has been for a number of years asso- 
ciate curator in the department of anthropology of the American 
Museum of Natural History, has accepted the position of associate 
professor of anthropology at the University of California. 



